Atypical fibroxanthoma developing on a pacemaker pocket mimicking a pyogenic granuloma.
Malignant tumors at the site of implantation of a pacemaker generator, although rare, have been reported in the literature. We present a case of an 89-year-old man with atypical fibroxanthoma in a pacemaker pocket. The device had been implanted for more than 4 years. An exophytic tumor had developed in this place and was clinically interpreted as a pyogenic granuloma. An excisional biopsy revealed the nature of the tumor. To our knowledge, the association of atypical fibroxanthoma arising from a pacemaker pocket has not been previously reported. A review of the literature has revealed four malignant soft tissue tumors previously reported at the pacemaker site. Routine examination in all patients with implanted pacemaker generators should be practiced at follow-up visits. This would allow an early diagnosis of a malignant associated neoplasm. Pathologists should become familiar with this type of devices and their potential neoplastic complications.